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['ank vou Tor the opporiumiy i crmirient o SB 71 as amended relative Lo Snc h
raprements for new landhlls neal designated rivers. The Department oF Evroiniental
Gervices (DEST supports this legislation.

SR 71 asamended seeks Lo prov ide river sements designated asrural the samt
protection level in Tegard Lo new landfills as natural segments. New solid waste Tacilities are
nrohibited within 1|1-h Fiver corridor of natural seaments;and SR 71 as amended would prolibil
new landfills from the river comidor o3 rrural sepments, 1t also allows for slie HTJ-::JﬁL'

wsiderations for nataral and rur 4] sevients as the p!{ﬂe\,lmn can he expanded hevond the
corridor dependent upon Maodpiain cliaracterisics.

ES supports this proteetion leve] for rural segments because 11 meets the management
abjectives of RSA 483, while appropriately balanemg the public-benefit derved by fandfills with
the public benefit and prot eetion Tovels stipulated n REA-4ES for New *Lhupahm & Designated
Rivers. The inteat of the Rivers Management ancl Protection Progrant, as staled in RSA 4832, 15
Lo eomplement exisiing SULC and federsl laws. .ina manner that wall en hange oy nat dimuush

the enjoymiznl of the ow sstanding river characleristies,.” and that the “scenic heauty and

racreationdl potenual ol sueh nvers il be restored and maintmined.” The managenient
tivas Lo implement this itent are outlined m RSA 4 Fea, with there bein
distipelich 11 ohje oiTves helweenl gatural and ruval classifieations and those forrural-eommunity

nies | ""'"'l]il.-"._'i:li.”
aridd commmmenty classifications. Natural and rural classifications have manugement o pleclives 16
maintan and enbanee the nat aral. scemie. and recreational vilues of the rver. wlile rural-
gommunity and conmmunty fave obECLIVES 18 Jevant o conmmunity values, a.,r" fy sl imd uses
meluding commereial and industrial uses. 11 is this sim anty i uunut_ft,l went ohjectives for
ntural znd Turil segments, combingd wi hthe stated intent of RSA 483, which provides the
Justification 1ot expandimg the prols ition of new landfills w include rurd rIVEE SEements,

DTS iz gware that from & scientific and lechmical assessmient standpoinl areas within the
corTidor ol 1*%1.11m| anid rural segments siles miay be suitable for landfills. DES support of 5B 71
e ymended 18 nolan atugmpt 10 negate the positon that sound science should he u.n"'bldh- e
wiia cq'uhlmlnut- cethacks: but rather recognition thal New Hampshire s designated rivers
deserve special prote ertjon due Lo their outstanding characteristics and the public henefit dern el
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by those characteristics. I7 in the future a new landfill permit application is denied solely due Lo
ite prohibition under the Rivers Management and Protection Program, SA 483:12-a meludes a
|"->-.-1.13'm| which would allow for the reconsideration of the project by evaluating the consistency

[ the getivity with the character of the designated river, or determining whether the public
hf:hf:n- af the proposed activity outweighs the public benefit of the protec LN MIERASUIE.

In conclusion, SBT1 as amended provides an appropriate balance between the public
henefit derived from new landfills as well as the management obyectives, public benefit, and
additional protection stipulated in RSA 483 for New Hampshire's designated rivers.

Thank vou for the opportunity to comment on this important legislation. I you have any
auestions or need additional information, please contact Steve Couture, Rivers Coordinator, at
271-8801 or me:at 271-2958.
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